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was to recoup himself for the money advanced. That
this was done and a fair profit derived as well, is evident,
or the competition for the charge of a taluka would not
have been so keen.

For some time the land revenue had shown signs of
a steady decrease owing firstly to the lack of a proper
system of assessment, secondly to the gross mismanage-
ment to which we have referred, and thirdly to the fact
that Government had instituted a system of demanding
revenue from the farmers in advance, to tide over the
chronic  financial  difficulties  which  prevailed  at  that
time.    By demanding the revenue in advance the land
could not be  farmed out  on  such  favourable  terms.
To show how great the loss to Government was from this
topsy-turvy system we need "only consider the instance of
Pangal,  which in twenty-five years showed  a steady
decrease in revenue during each successive change from
Rs. 23,871 to Rs. 17,000.    Under the old system each
village  was  assessed  collectively,   any  deficiency  due
to the relinquishing or desertion of fields by cultivators
being made good by taxing other cultivators in excess,
in order to recover the stipulated amount.    This, how-
ever, was not the only vagary practised by those in
authority, for the Government Agents, or rather their
subordinates,   had   an   elastic   conscience.    Assessment
was constantly being enhanced and the terms agreed upon
were not adhered to, but when these Agents were guilty
of breach of trust no redress was available to the culti-
vator.   Under this pernicious system, though the claims
of  the  Government were  limited,   the  claims  of the
talukdar on the unfortunate cultivator were unlimited,
and there was no contact between the Central Government
and the Raiat.   Extensive and costly irrigation works
which had formerly existed had been allowed to fall into